
CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 
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In an interactive television system, a method comprising the acts of: 
s a television program is being displayed by the interactive television system, 
receiving\input selecting a hyperlink that is also displayed by the interactive television 
system; 

in response to the input, accessing data corresponding to the hyperlink; and 
pausing \he display of the television program as the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink is displayed by the interactive television system. 

2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the hyperlink includes a web page 
address, and wherein the data corresponding to the hyperlink includes a web page, such that the 
act of accessing the data corresponding to the hyperlink comprises the act of accessing the web 
page. 

A method as recited in claihi 1, further comprising the acts of: 
receiving a resume display command; 
ceasing to display the data corresponding to the hyperlink; and 
resuming display of the paused television program. 

4. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the act of receiving a 
television signal in which the television program and tne hyperlink are encoded. 
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5\ A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the television signal further includes the 
data corresponding to the hyperlink, the method further comprising the act of storing the data 
corresponding to\the hyperlink in memory such that the data can be retrieved from memory 
during the act of accessing the data. 

6. A method asSrecited in claim 1, wherein the act of pausing the display of the 
television program comprises thkacts of: 

recording a signal in\which the television program is encoded on a recording 
medium associated with the interactive television system; and 

subsequently resuming the display of the television program by accessing the 
signal from the recording medium in tn^ sequence in which the signal was recorded on 
the recording medium, such that the television program is displayed at the point at 
which the television program was paused. 

7. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the act of displaying the 
television program on a television included in the interactive television system and 
simultaneously displaying the hyperlink on the television. 

8. A method as recited in claim 7, further comprising selecting position on the 
television at which the hyperlink is displayed based on information included inva signal that is 
received by the interactive television system and in which the television program isNencoded. 

9. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of pausing the display \f the 
television program comprises the acts of: 
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10. \ In an interactive television system that includes a display device and a recording 
device, a method for pausing a television program in response to selection of a hyperlink, 
comprising the ack of: 

displaying a television program on the display device and simultaneously 
displaying a hyperlink on the display device; 

receiving input selecting the hyperlink; 

in response to the input, accessing data corresponding to the hyperlink; 

pausing the display\of the television program by recording a signal in which the 
television program is encoded\m the recording device; 

displaying the data corresponding to the hyperlink on the display device; and 

after the data corresponding\o the hyperlink is displayed, resuming display of 
the paused television program, such thaV the television program is displayed at the point 
at which the television program was pausec 

11. A method as recited in claim 10, furthers comprising the act of receiving the 
signal, wherein the television program and the hyperlink are encoded in the signal. 

12. A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the signal further includes the data 
corresponding to the hyperlink, the method further comprising theNact of storing the data 
corresponding in memory, such that the act of accessing the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink comprises the act of accessing the data from memory. 

13. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the hyperlink includesVa web page 
address, and wherein the data corresponding to the hyperlink includes a web page, such that the 
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ict of accessing the data corresponding to the hyperlink comprises the act of accessing the web 

14y A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink is encoded in a vertical blanking interval of the signal. 



15. A method as recited in claim 14, wherein the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink is received as nae television program is displayed on the display device. 

16. A method as redted in claim 14, wherein the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink is received prior to displaying the hyperlink on the display device. 

17. A method as recited in claim 14, wherein the data corresponding to the 
hyperlink comprises an interval page embedded within the signal. 

18. A method as recited in claim 10, further comprising the acts of: 

receiving the signal in which the television program is encoded on a first 
channel; and 

receiving the data corresponding to the hyp^link on a data channel that is 
different from the first channel. 

19. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the act of displaying the data 
corresponding to the hyperlink on the display device comprises the acts of: 
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20. In an interactive television system having access to the Internet and including a 
display device and a recording device, a method for pausing a television program in response to 
selection of aSjiyperlink, comprising the acts of: 

receiving a signal in which the television program and the hyperlink are 
encoded; 

displaying the television program on the display device and simultaneously 
displaying the hypefc[ink on the display device; 
receiving input fleeting the hyperlink; 

in response to rec^ving input, using an address specified by the hyperlink, 
accessing the Internet and obtaining data corresponding to the hyperlink; 

pausing the display of thexelevision program by recording the signal in which 
the television program is encoded on tne recording device; 

as the display of the television^ program is paused, displaying the data 
corresponding to the hyperlink; 

resuming display of the- paused television program by accessing the signal 
recorded on the recording medium, while continuing to record the signal to the 
recording medium as the signal is received by the interactive television system, such 
that the television program is displayed at the point at which ih^ television program was 
paused. 

21. A method as recited in claim 20, wherein the input is received fvohi at least one 
of a mouse, a remote control device, a voice activation mechanism, and a keyboard. 
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2. A method as recited in claim 20, further comprising the act of receiving a 
resume display command, wherein the act of resuming display of the paused television program 
is conducted m response to the resume display command. 

23. A mdlhod as recited in claim 20, wherein the hyperlink is encoded in a vertical 
blanking interval of theSsignal. 

24. A method as recited in claim 20, wherein the act of resuming display of the 
paused television program composes: 

continuing to record the signal to the recording medium as the signal is received 
by the interactive television syster 

accessing the signal recorded on the recording medium in a first-in, first-out 
manner; and 

displaying the television program eroded in the accessed signal. 

25. A method as recited in claim 20, wn^rein the display device comprises a 
television. 
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6. A computer program product for implementing, in an interactive television 
system, a method for pausing a television program in response to selection of a hyperlink, 
wherein the cornputer program product comprises: 

a naachine-readable medium carrying executable instructions that, when 
executed by a\processor of the interactive television system, cause the interactive 
television system tV perform the method, including the acts of: 

as a teWision program is being displayed by the interactive television 
system, receivingVnput selecting a hyperlink that is also displayed by the 
interactive television system; 

in response to thes^nput, accessing data corresponding to the hyperlink; 

and 

pausing the display of tlrfe television program as the data corresponding 
to the hyperlink is displayed by the interactive television system. 

27. A computer program product as recited \n claim 26, wherein the hyperlink 
includes a web page address, and wherein the data corresponding to the hyperlink includes a 
web page, such that the act of accessing the data corresponding 19 the hyperlink comprises the 
act of accessing the web page. 

28. A computer program product as recited in claim 26, wherein\the method further 
comprises the acts of: 

receiving a resume display command; 

ceasing to display the data corresponding to the hyperlink; and 
resuming display of the paused television program. 
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A computer- program product as recited in claim 26, wherein the method further 
comprises \he act receiving a television signal in which the television program and the 
hyperlink are Wcoded. 

30. A computer program product as recited in claim 26, wherein the act of pausing 
the display of the television program comprises the acts of: 

recording a signal in which the television program is encoded on a recording 
medium associated witnVthe interactive television system; and 

subsequently resumVg the display of the television program by accessing the 
signal from the recording medmm in the sequence in which the signal was recorded on 
the recording medium, such that \he television program is displayed at the point at 
which the television program was paused. 

31. A computer program product as recfted in claim 26, wherein the act of pausing 
the display of the television program comprises the actsW: 

displaying the data corresponding to the hyperlink in a first frame on a television 
included in the interactive television system; and 

simultaneously displaying a still image associatedS^ith the television program in 
a second frame on the television. 
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An interactive television system, comprising: 
a display device; 

leans for receiving input selecting a hyperlink that is also displayed on the 
display device as a television program is also being displayed on the display device; 

means ipr accessing data corresponding to the hyperlink in response to the input; 

and 

means for {Vising the display of the television program as the data 
corresponding to the hyperlink is displayed on the display device. 

33. An interactive television, system as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
means for receiving the signal, wherein the television program and the hyperlink are encoded in 
the signal. 

34. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the means for 
pausing the display of the television program comprises according device. 

35. An interactive television system as recited in cr^im 31, wherein the recording 
device comprises: 

means for recording a signal in which the television proWam is encoded; and 
means for subsequently resuming the display of the television program by 
accessing the recorded signal in the sequence in which the signal was recorded, such 
that the television program is displayed at the point at which the television program was 
paused. 
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An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein: 
the data corresponding to the hyperlink includes a web page; and 
re means for accessing the data comprise an Internet connection for retrieving 
the web pag 

37. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the data 
corresponding to the hyperlink comprises an interval page embedded within a signal in which 
the television program is encoded. 

38. An interactive television system as recited in claim 3 1 , further comprising: 
means for displaying the data corresponding to the hyperlink in a first frame on 

the display device; and 

means for simultaneously displaying aVtill image associated with the paused 
television program in a second frame on the displa\ device. 
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